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Real independance and security monument could be reconstructed by removing mines and UXO threat. 
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OMAR mine clearance medical unit provides emergency 
medical assistance to the vctims of mine incidents. 



5,378 patients were examined and treated in Ka- 
bul, Kandahar and Herat provinces. The figure 
consisted, local men 564, women 1,646, chil- 
dren 1,357, OMAR de-miners 1,424 and admin 
staff 387 . 

Monitoring and Visitors : 

Activities of mine awareness education and mine 
clearance were under-taken according to the work 
plan and regularly monitored by OMAR head 
quarters' senior staff, MACA , UNOCHA i.e. Mr. 
Ian BuUpitt Program Manager, Mr. Richard Kidd 
Planning and Operation Manager, Mis Hilary 
Riggs, Mine Awareness Advisor, Mr. K.M. Sher- 
if, MACA Operation Officer and other MACA 
program staff. 

Mr. Fazel Karim Fazel OMAR Director moni- 
tored and instructed mine awareness education 
and mine clearance teams in Herat, Nangarhar 
and Kabul provinces several times during the re- 



porting period. OMAR Operation Officer and 
mine awareness education training co-ordinator 
conducted monitoring on mine clearance and 
mine awareness education program in Torkham 
border crossing point, Nangarhar , Paktia, Ka- 
bul, Helmand, Kandahar, Farah and Herat prov- 
inces. 

On 30th May and 4th June 1998 Dr. Gunter 
Mulack from German Foreign Office, Bonn 
monitored OMAR mine awareness and mine 
clearance activities in Herat and Kabul provinc- 
es. 

Moreover, RMAC, UNOCHA Kandahar, Herat, 
Kabul and Jalalabad and META Jalalabad mon- 
itored OMAR mine awareness education and 
mine clearance teams during the reporting 
period in different regions of Afghanistan. 

In addition, BBC drama team (New Life and 
New Home) visited mine awareness education ac- 
tivities in Kabul. The team was led by Sheren 
Sultani. 

CIDA mission and Mrs. Ann from England visit- 
ed OMAR mine awareness teams in Kabul in 
May 1998. / 

MEDAIR mission and Mrs. Elena Manfrina 
ICRC Mine Delegation visited OMAR mine 
clearance activities in Kabul in April 1998. 
WHO and UNCHS delegations and Mr. Haleem 
from WFP visited OMAR mine awareness teams 
in Kabul in June 1998. : 

M.C revision courses : . / ? 

It should be mentioned that from January to June 
1998 several revision courses for de-miners in 
western and central regions were conducted by 
the Monitoring, Evaluation and Training Agency 
(META) that has developed the safe and efficient 
removal ways of explosive devices.Q 
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Mine clearance operations 
SiH Months f)ctiuity Report 



As per UNOCHA, Mine Action Center for Af- 
ghanistan (MACA) operational plan for 1998, 
OMAR deployed eight de-mining teams in west- 
em, sourthem and central de-mining regions of 
Afghanistan. ^ ' 

During this period, six de- mining teams were de- 
ployed in western region (Herat, Farah and Bad- 
ghis provinces) and two teams in central and 
southern regions (Kabul and Kandahar). Western 
region is heavily affected by mines having more 
than 135 sqkm mine contaminated area of high 
priority and needs to be urgently cleard. There- 
fore, OMAR deployed six de-mining teams in 
Herat city, Enjeel, Kuhsan, Gozarah, Kushk, Zen- 
dajan and Gulran districts of Herat province, Ba- 
labolook district of Farah province and Qala Nou 
of Badghis province. Based on MACA opera- 
tional plan for 1998, movement of teams within 
the region is coordinated with MACA regional 

OMAR 
M.C 
program 
gives 
priority 
to 

residential 

areas 
clearance 
tot 
quick 
r econs t r uct i o 
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office in Herat. By the same token as per UNO- 
CHA, MACA operational plan, OMAR deployed 
two de-mining teams in Kandahar as winter re- 
gion having 109 square kilo meter high priority 
area to be cleared (MCPA survey) to help & safe 
guard the life of the innocent people who live un- 
der the threat of land-mines and UXO. Mean- 
while Kabul, as summer region, there has been an 
urgent need for de-mining operation to be mount- 
ed. Two de-mining teams were deployed to cen- 
tral region. They worked there from 5th April till 
theendof June 1998. 

In accordance with the UNOCHA, MACA and 
OMAR operation plans for 1998, mine clearance 
activities have started in Badghis province too. 

During the reporting period (1st Junuary - 30 
June 1998) a total of 51 minefields/tasks (one in 
Kabul, 4 in Kandahar, 6 in Farah, 2 in Badghis 
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of life and Afghan culture during their perfor- 
mance. The following headings provide a brief 
outline of the activities in the first six months of 
1998. 

- Direct Training 

- Community-based mine awareness 

- Emergency Response Methods 

- Media luid Il^iei^n 



Direct mine awareness training: 

Direct training is expanded by professional and 
experienced supervisors and master trainers in 
villagesv cities and pub% gathering places^ They 
edueaie^o^lhe ^sIb^^ 

^e^l^i|iMi^^^yil^^ tdnds of mines, UXO 
^andim^ tiiem awmfe about ^dangilti^lhese 
^1^3^ oi^^ni^ H^y also teach them pre- 
ventive meastites tJf the heart breading incidents 
caused by rmnes and other explosive devices. 

The total number of people trained and mine 
awareness training materials distributed by the 
end of the courses are shown in the following 
ta^e: > 



Naof 

Couises 




Training aid dstriboted 


Male 


Female 


Children 


Total 


Notebook 


Silkscreen 


robook 


Poster 


brochouie 


5455 


49437 


50160 


127037 


227134 


72584 


41560 


3382 


5274 


95594 



Community-based Mine Awareness Ed- 
ucation (CBMAE): 

In order to enhance community involvement to 
keep MAE sustainable in the community, preach- 
ing MAE^ sporting of suspected minefields, re- 
porting of incidents^ collecting mine casualty data 
among civilians. Each individual team is obliged 
to establish local volunteer councils. In the above 
mentioned period MAE teams established totally 
51 volunteer councils, involving the community's 
most reliable people, for instance religious lead- 
ers, school teachers, community leaders, etc. Lo- 
cal teachers who are working voluntarily in the 
telated community they are the sustainable re- 



sources of mine awareness education in their 
communities. They do all their best for aware- 
ness and avoidance of their people from land- 
mines hazaids* 

Emergency Response Mine 
Awareness: 

« 

OMAR, as well as, direct and community-based 

mine awareness education, exparided its activities 
through quick impact method as an emergency re- 
sponse in its various dimensions as follows: 

Exhibition; 

Two exhibitions were held in May and June 1998 
in Herat and Badakhshan provinc0s, which were 
attended by 7,000 local civilians, KGOs' repre- 
senta^es and journalists. During the exhibition 
mine awaittiess training ttmen»k and publica- 
tions were displayed and mine awareness super- 
visors and master trainers gave briefings to the at- 
tendees. ' ' - 

Mobile Mine Awareness Teams: 
Mobile teams are equipped with loudspeakers for 
quick resjpohse, carrying out their jobs in Kabul, 
Herat, Nangarhar, Paktia, fii^M lu^ -pilm 

provinces. ViUagers who w^eittccd ^'itfe^^^^^^ 
rect threat of explosive devkes, to whom very 
short and simple messages were given through 
loudspeakers. This method has proven its posi- 
tive effect on the community, especially women 
inside houses hear the messages and can get ben- 
efit. 

Border Exit Stations: 
In border crossing points of Torkhum, Spin Bol- 
dak, Islam Qala and UNHCR Encashment centers 
in Kandahar and Helmand provinces, IDP cross- 
ing points at Khair Khana Mena of Kabul, 14 lo- 
cal teachers were assigned to brief the returnees 
and intemally displaced persons. 

NGO's International Efforts: 

- From 21st Februaiy^^ ,|fej|^h 1998 OMAR 
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The ancient Islamic state of Afghanistan is locat- 
ed in the heart of Asia. Islam has been the fomial 
religion of the residents of the country. It has 
played an important role in all aspects of life. 
The holy religion of Islam has taught the brave 
and patriotic people the lessons of mutual respect 
of human beings, peace and tranquillity. 

During the last two decades the desperate war on 
our beloved country, Afghanistan inflicted innu- 
merable disasters which turned the country into a 
war stricken and demolished area. The prevail- 
ing circumstance faced the country to many prob- 
lems. Hence millions of people had fled their 
hometown as internally displaced or have taken 
refuge in neighboring countries. In our beloved 
country the main obstacle in the way of peace and 
safety is the existence of mines and UXO, which 
have killed or maimed about 400,000 people. 

In this war ravaged country an estimated ten to 
twelve innocent people are injured or killed by 
these explosive devices each day. These heart 
breaking incidents have brought great suffering to 
our deprived people. Landmimes and UXO are 
jeopardizing the security and prosperity of the 
people. Landmines ever playing severe role hin- 
dering the process of rehabilitation and develop- 
ment in Afghanistan. Mean- while they create mo- 
ral, psychological and social problems to the 
maimed and disabled people in the socity. 
In order to get rid of explosive objects from Af- 
ghan soil the need has been felt to mine clearance 
program to eradicate mine threat. 

Mine Awareness Education is the only way 
through which we can save the life of innocent 
people. Both mine clearance and mine awareness 
programs have proved successful in every conr- 
nor of the country, even now people are encour- 
aged, taking part in rehabiltation of Aeir part of 
the country. 

OMAR is one of the mine action organizations. 



that is entirely an Afghan non-governmental or- 
ganization, all of its staff are working with Islam- 
ic enthusiasm to fulfill noble task in each part of 
the country. 

The Director of the organization, Haji Fazel Ka- 
rim Fazel and his staff are proud of fulfiling the 
most humanitarian services to their Muslim com- 
patriots. 

As a result of effective administration and untir- 
ing endeavors of field staff, vast portion of the 
country has been cleared from mines and UXO 
contamination. Millions of compatriots received 
mine awareness education briefings. The rates of 
painful mine incidents has been reduced, more 
Afghans have returned to their homeland and re- 
sumed daily life activities. 

People are ensured about prosperous future, hope 
for rehabilitation and reconstruction activities. 
Attempts have been made in the fields of eco- 
nomic production, agriculture etc. Many de- 
stroyed houses are being reconstructed, agricultu- 
ral lands are being restored. People are eager to 
take part in rehabilitation activities. 

Finally, our Muslim compatriots in the light of 
the rule of Almighty God deal with joint and con- 
crete effort for the elimination of mine disaster 
from Afghanistan. Achievement of this goal is 
possible only when all people deem the eradica- 
tion of landmines as a responsibility. Further- 
more, this is the responsibility of human lover 
and philantheropists, organizations, individually 
or collectively to play useful role in this benevo- 
lent and humanitarian service. They are expected 
to immediatly come in supporting the oppressed 
Afghans, not to let them on their own fate, other- 
wise their humanitarian prestige and dignity will 
be blamed. 

All Afghans hopefully want them not to spare 
their moral and financial support by them. By 
doing so unique opporumity will be found to an- 
nihilate the disaster of mines and UXO from their 
territory and pave the way for development that 
will be the inception of peace and hormony in the 
country. 
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(cultural, business, etc.) in an effective manner and fair conditions. 
If you would like to disseminate your messages inside the country or abroad, contact us 

at the following address: 
House # 15, Opposite Tatara Park , Dl, Phase 1, Hayatabad, Peshawar, Pakistan. 
Tel: 92-91-812084, Fax: 92-91- 812085 - P.O. Box 1433 Vidverstiy Twon Pesha., Pak. 
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Be aware of mines and UXO 



^ OMAR Mine Awareness Education 
& Nine Clearance Programmes 
avail the opportunities to various 

acttvtles for the people of 
V Afghanstaa 

Organization for Mine 
clearance and Afghan 
Rehabilitation (OMAR) 






